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The school bell rings at Archie 
Mbolekwa Primary School and the 
learners get excited: it is time for 
Iinkwenkwezi zaseArchie. They are 
going to learn and have fun!
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The reading club 
starts with a song. 
The learners like 
the song about 
picking and eating 
a banana. Mandie, 
the Nal’ibali reading 
club leader, says 
it is a good song 
because it teaches 
the learners 
both English and 
isiXhosa.
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The learners then play a game. Xoliseka 
says she likes the song ‘One day, 
one day’ because it has moves. The 
moves are about cooking porridge with 
different parts of our bodies.
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Ncumisa says, “I like 
‘The king said drink 
the water’ because 
it is tricky.” Learners 
have to concentrate 
on what Mandie 
is saying and only 
step forward to 
drink water when 
he says so. 
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Everyone sits down 
quietly and Mandie 
reads the learners 
a story. One of the 
stories is about 
Farida who gets 
a letter saying 
she is expecting 
a visit. She thinks 
this visitor is an 
elephant, but when 
her visitor arrives, it 
is another little girl.
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One of the learners 
then tells the group 
a story. Aya tells 
one about a man 
who gets married 
against his  family’s 
advice. Aya says he 
gets his stories from 
his grandparents.
 
Aya wants to be 
a lawyer when he 
grows up. “You need 
to be able to read 
to be a lawyer, so I 
like to read a lot of 
books.”  The others 
all agree that Aya 
would be a good 
lawyer because he 
talks a lot.
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Ncumisa explains what it’s like to speak or read 
in front of the reading group: “It is scary! Some 
people will laugh at you.” Aya says telling stories 
to the other learners teaches them not to be 
scared to read and speak in front of others.
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Sinovuyo says the 
reading group 
improves the 
learners’ vocabulary.  
“We learn how to 
write big words,” 
says Xoliseka.
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Babalwa Ngwentle 
thinks the reading 
group is very 
educational. She 
likes to take books 
to read on her own. 
Unathi Sonanzi 
says they get taught 
things they didn’t 
know before.



The children get into groups and read 
together. This helps them to read in front 
of others and they also get to learn from 
each other and share stories.
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The reading club is different from normal class – the 
learners get to play games and have fun learning 
from each other. It is a great opportunity to learn 
English, which is important for the jobs that they will 
have when they get older. Iinkwenkwezi zaseArchie 
helps all the learners and they hope that new 
learners will also join and have fun with them.



With special thanks to Mandie 
Klaas, the learners at Archie 
Mbolekwa Primary School and 
Cathy Gush; we could not have 
done this without all of you.
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